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Brentwood Adult Coed Softball Rules

1) Seven innings will constitute an official game unless weather. Game times will start at 6pm
2) A team leading by 12+ runs after four innings will be declared the winner and the game complete. NOTE: Captains can agree to play a full 7 inning game; however, the remaining score will not change.
3) All players will hit in batting line-up. Late arriving players will be added to the bottom of the order. There are no restrictions concerning field substitution but, the batting order must remain the same. 
4) The batting order must alternate men and women. If there are not enough players to alternate 1 to 1, men and women can be evenly dispersed in the line-up  (i.e. 2 men, 1 woman). If a team has more than two men bat in sequence, there will be an automatic out –the third man can bat but the team is charged an out.
a) Teams should be aware that some teams may have to have woman hit twice before getting back to the start of the batting order.

5) All players in the field (maximum of 10, minimum of 8) must appear in the batting order. Defensive changes are unlimited provided that the game is not unduly delayed. Teams must have a 3:1 male to female ratio. 
6) Courtesy runners will be allowed for injured players. All courtesy runners must be the last player to have made an out. In coed play, the courtesy runner must be of the same gender. 

7) No leading is allowed. 
8) Sliding is allowed. It will be the umpire’s decision on whether an unsafe play, in which a player does not slide, will result in an out.

9) A pitch delivered legally with the proper arc requirement that crosses the plate within the strike zone will be called a strike. The strike zone is that space over any part of home plate, between the batter's back shoulder and front knee when s/he assumes a natural batting stance. The pitch, delivered with an underhand motion, must have a perceptible arc and reach a height of at least 6 feet from the ground, while not exceeding a maximum of 12 feet. (Mat rule)
a) If the pitch hits the front of home plate (the nose of the plate). The call will be changed from a strike to a ball.
10) The ball must be delivered at a moderate speed with an underhand motion
11) The distance of the pitcher’s plate to home plate is 50 feet for men and women.
12)  A 12”, MAX 300 lbs. and MAX .52 COR (ASA certified) ball will be used for the men and women. NOTE: ASA Certified balls will be stored in the upper shed and restocked throughout the season.  
13) The batter may not bunt, chop or half swing.
14) Bats 
a) Men: Men are required to use SOLID WOOD bats. 
b) Woman: Woman can use a bat of their choice and can be a double wall bat (no ASA label required.)
15)  
A fence will be placed at 237 yards out.
16) Ten (10) defensive players are on the field, one of whom is to be the short fielder (Rover).
17) Once the pitcher has received the ball and assumes a stance to address home plate, all outfielders, including the "rover" when fielding ten players, must remain behind the 165' restraining arc until batted ball.

18) The second foul ball after two (2) strikes is an out.
19)   Runners may not advance on an overthrow to pitcher. After the pitch, the ball is dead. The ball becomes live when the pitcher-catcher are in legal position to continue the game.

20) Infield fly rule is in effect.
21) Home Team is also responsible for canceling game (i.e. due to weather) and contacting umpire. 
22) Footwear is required of all participants. Persons may use hard rubber cleats. No Metal cleats.   
23) Players who are in the catcher position MUST wear protective mask. If the catcher refuses to wear a protective mask, then the umpire will reserve the right to eject that player from the game. NOTE: Each team is responsible for providing their own mask  
24) Umpire has the right to eject a player for any use of abusive language. Umpire will normally give a warning to the player unless the offense deems immediate ejection. Swearing will not be tolerated. Disputed calls can only be discussed between team captain and the umpire. NOTE: If a player is ejected from a game, they will be suspended an additional game. If that player is then ejected again during the regular season or playoffs they will be suspended for the remainder of the season (and playoffs). 
25) In an effort to avoid injuries, no player is allowed to block a base regardless of the play being made. Runner is safe if defensive player is blocking the base/plate without the ball. 
26) All players must be registered with the Rec. Dept. prior to game. 

27) Pitchers don’t need to wear masks. 

28) Ground Rules

a) A ball that hits the tree in our right field or any part of it, is a homerun.
b) A ball between the tree and the right field foul pole:

i) If it lands where the umpire can see it, it’s a ground rule double.
ii) If an outfielder touches the ball, then the play is still live (i.e. no ground rule double).

iii) If it lands where the umpire can’t see it, it’s a home run.

c) To the left of the tree is a ball in play and is played accordingly.

29)  There will be no “over-shifting” in the infield. The shortstop needs to stay on his/her side of the base and the 2nd basemen on his/her side

30)  No moving infielders to the outfield for a particular hitter.

31)  No switching of position. Ex. Can’t take the time to switch out a weaker player for a stronger player.

a) Exceptions to the rule will be for injury or switching in-between innings.
32)  Mid Season additions

a) Mid season roster additions will be allowed this year, but the player must first register with the Recreation Department and then play at least in two games to be eligible to play in the playoffs.

33)  Playoffs

a) Playoff seed tiebreakers will be determined by

i) Best regular season record

ii) Head-to-Head

iii) Best run differential 

34) This league is intended for fun, all players must adhere to the Brentwood Recreation Department’s Zero Tolerance Policy. 
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